Take care to guard against all greed
MONDAY OCTOBER 19 (Lk 12,13-21)

The revelation is made of truths that must never be forgotten. A truth to always remember is that about the duration of human life on earth. Teach Isaiah: “A voice says, “Proclaim!” I answer, “What shall I proclaim? All flesh is grass, and all their loyalty like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower wilts, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it. Yes, the people is grass! The grass withers, the flower wilts, but the word of our God stands forever.” (Is 40,6-8). Instead Job says: “Man born of woman is short-lived and full of trouble, Like a flower that springs up and fades, swift as a shadow that does not abide. Upon such a one will you set your eyes, bringing me into judgment before you? Can anyone make the unclean clean? No one can. Since his days are determined — you know the number of his months; you have fixed the limit which he cannot pass — Look away from him and let him be, while, like a hireling, he completes his day.” (Job 14,1-6). 

The definition given by the Book of Wisdom is unique in Scripture: “But most stupid of all and worse than senseless in mind, are the enemies of your people who enslaved them. For they esteemed all the idols of the nations as gods, which cannot use their eyes to see, nor nostrils to breathe the air, Nor ears to hear, nor fingers on their hands for feeling; even their feet are useless to walk with. For it was a mere human being who made them; one living on borrowed breath who fashioned them. For no one is able to fashion a god like himself; he is mortal, and what he makes with lawless hands is dead.” (Wis 15,14-16). Brevity, suddenness, fleetingness, instantaneity, this is the essence of man’s life on earth. One moment you are in time. A moment later you are in eternity. The man who has become so omnipotent today does not know that he is not the master of his breath. It is on loan, without any contract. The Lord can always take back what he has lent.
What is the use of stockpiling for the after if the after does not exist? But Jesus also had already solved this case in his Law: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and decay destroy, and thieves break in and steal. But store up treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor thieves break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.” (Mt 6,19-21). It is truth confirmed every day by history. Each stack is for thieves and robbers. Today, there are highly sophisticated ways to steal. Thieves no longer come to our homes. We are the ones who bring our accumulations to them, asking them to rob us through highly sophisticated means of deception and fraud. Never a single Word of Jesus will be disproved by history. Every single syllable of the Gospel, in everything, finds in history the attestation of its purest truth. But we are blind, and we do not know how to read what happens day by day before our eyes. The Word is always fulfilled.
At that time, someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me.” He replied to him, “Friend, who appointed me as your judge and arbitrator?” Then he said to the crowd, “Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions.”  Then he told them a parable. “There was a rich man whose land produced a bountiful harvest. He asked himself, ‘What shall I do, for I do not have space to store my harvest?’ And he said, ‘This is what I shall do: I shall tear down my barns and build larger ones. There I shall store all my grain and other goods and I shall say to myself, “Now as for you, you have so many good things stored up for many years, rest, eat, drink, be merry!”’ But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your life will be demanded of you; and the things you have prepared, to whom will they belong?’ Thus will it be for the one who stores up treasure for himself but is not rich in what matters to God.”
What are the goods of the earth for? To trade them for eternal goods. A material good is given to God to receive a material and spiritual good on earth and an eternal good in his heaven. Bartering is always in our favor. We give one, the Lord gives one thousand, ten thousand, one hundred thousand. If, on the other hand, we accumulate and do not give to Him, we give everything to the thieves and those who break in and steal, we lose everything, we gain nothing. This man has kept everything for himself. In one night he lost everything. He has brought nothing for himself. If had he given part of the harvest to the poor, he would now have a blissful and rich eternity.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make us wise administrator of the earthling goods.
